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Giving hope - with private and EC-funding

As a yearly campaign of the Deutsche 
Kinderkrebsstiftungt (German Child-
hood Cancer Foundation) over the 
last 16 years, and co- supported by 
the European Commission’s Seventh 
Framework Programme (FP7) in 2009, 
the Rainbow-Tour’s motto is encourage-
ment, information and awareness.

All of the cyclists are childhood cancer 
survivors. During their tour, they traditio-
nally stop at children’s hospitals to visit 
young patients and their families on the 
cancer wards. Their message is: 

“You can make it, just like we did.”

In 2009, the Rainbow-Tour participants 
cycled about 600 km from Mannheim 
to Cologne, Germany, in one week, 
thereby showing that childhood cancer 
survivors can perform at maximum 
levels just like their peers and giving 
�K�R�S�H���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���À�J�K�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

battle.

″It is admirable, when former childhood cancer 
patients take responsibility for the children and 
teenagers who are suffering from cancer today. 

They show that cure is possible.

They know, based on their own experiences, how 
important these signs of hope are for every child, 
every teenager and every family facing childhood 
cancer.″

Jens Kort12, German Childhood Cancer Foundation (translation)

Successful events like the “Survivors’ 
Grossglockner Tour” and the “Rainbow 
Tour” provide psychosocial aspects 
for the participants themselves and 
also raise public awareness for these. 
DIRECT-events clearly demonstrate that 
the need for continual funding of
childhood cancer research by the EU is 
imperative.

www.regenbogenfahrt.de

www.kinderkrebsstiftung.de
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″Although still fragmen-
ted, current EC-funded
childhood cancer re-
search projects would be
amenable to a higher 
level of integration. 

In order to achieve a 
closer approach to “total 
cure” including all medi-
cal, psychological and 
social aspects, childhood 
cancer should become 
one of the priorities of Eu-
ropean cancer research.″

Jan van de Loo, PhD,

Scientific Officer Cancer Research, 

DG Research European Commission, 

Brussels, Belgium13

Under the last three Framework Programmes 

of the European Commission (FP5, FP6, FP7), 

only single, partially interlinking childhood 

cancer research projects received funding. 

However, given the increased budgets for 

health research under the FP6 and FP7, 

together with their goal to improve the 

European Research Area (ERA), relatively 

few of the current challenges in European 

paediatric oncology have been covered so 

far, when compared to what is being spent 

on adult cancer research. Considering the 

multiple differences between childhood and 

adult cancers, the overall focus in European 

cancer research under the FP6 and the 

ongoing FP7 should be reassessed for future 

budgeting with special regard to paediatric 

oncology. 

Being aware of the fact that childhood 

cancer is the number one killer among all 

childhood diseases and the most frequent 

cause of death after accidents in European 

children, future EU-funding must cover the full 

diversity of all paediatric cancers as well as 

the areas of new drug development, main-

tenance of clinical studies for the young and 

improvement of aftercare.

FP5 (1998 - 2002) 
European Neuroblastoma Research 
Network (www.siopen-r-net.org).

FP6 (2002 - 2006)
Prognostic and therapeutic targets 
in the Ewing’s family of tumors
European Embryonal Tumor- (EET-) 
Pipeline (www.lifecompetence.eu),
European network to promote re-
seasrch into uncommon cancers in 
adults and children: Pathology, Biolo-
gy and Genetics of bone tumours
(www.eurobonet.eu),
Kids Cancer Kinome (KCK) 
(www.kidscancerkinome.org),
Connective Tissue Cancer Network 
(www.conticanet.eu),
Dendritophages-Therapeutic Cancer 
Vaccines

FP7 (2007 - 2013)  
EUROCHIMERISM 
(http://cordis.europa.eu),
DIRECT 
(www.overcomingcancerwithresearch.eu),
European Research Area (ERA) Net 
(http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7),
Innovative Medicines Initiative 
(http://imi.europa.eu)
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This brochure described the major 
aspects of what we must conquer: 
Cancer in Europe’s children and 
teenagers. 

Everybody can help. 

As Europeans, we must acknowledge, 
that the needs of our children and 
teenagers with cancer affect us all. 
They are a societal matter which 
demands adequate, continual and 
non-competitive public and private 
funding to the emerging paediatric 
oncology network in Europe.

Our children have the same HUMAN RIGHT of access to 
standardised cancer treatments as adults.

Increase international networking among all stakeholders: 
paediatric oncologists, patients and families, pharmaceu-
tical companies, regulatory bodies

Provide funding for intensified biomedical and clinical 
research

Improve legal framework for further development of  treat-
ment protocols based on studies

International DIRECT symposium, 

organised by the Children’s Cancer Research Institute, Vienna14

Together,
we can make it:

Using the opportunities
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Krebs kennt kein Alter. Können Kinder Krebs bekommen? – leider 
ja. Jährlich erkranken in Europa 15.000 Kinder und Jugendliche 
neu an Krebs. 

Was die wenigsten wissen: drei von vier Kindern überleben heute 
eine Krebserkrankung. 

Zwischen privaten spenden und öffentlichen Fördermitteln, die in 
die Kinderkrebsforschung Europas fl ießen, und den bisherigen 
Erfolgen der Kinderkrebsheilkunde besteht ein untrennbarer 
Zusammenhang. 

Diesen bewusst und die vielen herausforderungen anschaulich 
zu machen, denen die Kinderkrebsexperten in Europa derzeit 
gegenüberstehen, ist Ziel dieser broschüre. Wir wollen lösungen 
vorschlagen, um die Zukunft für krebskranke Kinder und Jugend-
liche auf unserem Kontinent weiter zu verbessern.

Diese Broschüre wurde vom Projektteam DIRECT/”Forschen heilt Krebs” in 
Kooperation mit Mitarbeitern des Kompetenznetzes Pädiatrische Onkologie/Hä-
matologie (KPOH) verfasst. Das Projekt wird unterstützt vom 7. Rahmenprogramm 
der Europäischen Kommission.

www.forschenheiltkrebs.eu/
www.overcomingcancerwithresearch.eu

cancer doesn‘t care about age. Do children get 
cancer? – Unfortunately, yes, they do. In Europe, 15000 
children are diagnosed with cancer each year. 

Only a few know: Today, three out of four children and 
adolescents survive cancer.

The aim in writing this brochure was to make every-
body aware of the strong link between private and 
public funding of childhood cancer research and the 
health of European children and teenagers who are
facing or have faced the huge challenge of dealing 
with cancer early in their lives.

This brochure was created by the project-team of DIRECT/ Overcoming 
Cancer with Research and the members of the coordination centre of 
the Competence Network Paediatric Oncology/Haematology (KPOH). 
It is supported by a grant from the Seventh Framework Programme of 
the European Commission.


